
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 15 
We’ve got to pay attention in this chapter as the story will weave us back and forth from ISrael and Judah.  These are the chapters in 
Scripture that sometimes cause readers to grow weary or quit.  But not us!  In moments like these we take it verse by verse, section by 
section and pause as needed to say “where am I?” and “who’s who?” 
 
1 Kings 15:1-8 - Abijam, King of Judah 
 

Biography & Facts: Abijam became king at the same time Jeroboam is (still) king in Israel (v. 1).  He reigned for 3 years in 
Jerusalem (v. 2). He was succeeded by his son, Asa (v. 8) 

 
Spiritual Matters: “He walked in the sins of his father (Rehoboam).” 

 
v. 4-5 - Contrast the punishment and corresponding consequence of Jeroboam’s sins 

 
1 Kings 15:9-15 - Asa, King of Judah 
 

Biography & Facts: Asa became king in the 20th year of Jeroboam, king of Israel (v. 9).  He reigned for 41 years in Jerusalem (v. 
10).  His mother’s name was “Maacah the daughter of Abishalom. (v. 10).  The mention of his mother’s name is significant because it 
informs us that Asa was Abijam (the previous king of Judah)’s brother (v. 10 & v. 2).  More on her in a min... 

 
 

Spiritual Matters: “Asa did what was right in the sight of the LORD, like David his father” (v. 11).  (Whew, finally…).  He got 
rid of “male cult prostitutes” (v. 12), idols which his father had made (v. 12) and his mother from Queen (v. 13).  He didn’t take 
away the “high places” (v. 14) which were likely other places to worship (the LORD or idols), but he did centralize worship in 
Solomon’s temple again bringing the dedicated items into the house of the LORD (v. 15).   

 
v. 12 - “male cult prostitutes” - ESV Study Bible (on 1 Kings 14:24 & 15:12) - “One aspect of the syncretistic worship of Judah 
under Rehoboam was religiously legitimized prostitution within the sanctuary. It is possible that the sexual intercourse 
practiced had a specifically ritual character, designed to persuade the gods and goddesses to act in a similar way and deliver, 
through their intercourse, fertility to the land and to the community” 

 
v. 13 - Maacah - The queen mother was influential in the life of her son Abijam, the first of her sons who was king.  He 
worshipped idols like his parents did.  When Asa became king, he removed his mother as queen because she had persisted in idolatry, 
even when he began removing the idols from the land.  She had set up a “horrid image” to the goddess Asherah.  Though Maacah 
was his mother, he could not allow the idolatry to continue and adopted his “heavenly Father’s” mindset rather than his earthly 
parent’s sinful patterns.  This is a good lesson for us about familial loyalty, priorities and affections. 

 
v. 14 - Asa did have some flaws, however, in all of this, “the heart of Asa was wholly devoted to the LORD, all his days” 

 
OUT OF ORDER!! 
 
1 Kings 15:25-27 - Nadab (son of Jeroboam), King of Israel 
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v. 27 - During the reign of Nadab, a man named Baasha conspired against him and assassinated King Nadab. 

 
1 Kings 15:28-30 - Baasha, son of Ahijah (not son of Jeroboam), King of Israel 
 

Bio & Facts: Baasha becomes king after killing Nadab, Jeroboam’s son (v. 27-28).  He became king in the 3rd year of Asa (v. 33) 
and he reigned 24 years (v. 33).  After killing Nadab, he then kills “all the household of Jeroboam” (v. 29).  This was a 
fulfillment of the word of the LORD (via Ahijah the Shilonite (v. 29). 

 
Cp. 1 Kings 14:6-16 - Prophecy against the house of Jeroboam & prediction of Israel’s exile. 

 
Spiritual Matters: Baasha “did evil in the sight of the LORD and walked in the way of Jeroboam and in his sin…” (v. 34) 

 
1 Kings 15:31-34 - Summary of Baasha’s reign 
 

We return to this middle section of verses because it happens during the time in Asa’s reign that corresponds with Baasha’s reign.  
Because “Baasha” had not yet been introduced to our narrative, I felt it was better to first meet Asa, then Baasha, and return 
to the record which related to both. 

 
1 Kings 15:16-22 - Asa’s Alliance With Aram (Syria) Against 
Israel 
 
ESV Study Bible: As Israel and Judah battled each other to 
determine their permanent border, King Baasha of Israel 
attempted to restrict access to Judah by moving the border down 
to Ramah (which is only about 5 miles north of Jerusalem). 
Rather than fight with Baasha himself, King Asa of Judah bribed 
Ben-hadad of Aram (Syria) to attack the northern border of 
Israel and force Baasha to withdraw from Ramah. Once Baasha 
withdrew, Asa carried away the building supplies of Ramah and 
used them to fortify Mizpah (further north) and Geba (near the 
pass at Michmash).” 
 
As Baasha makes his way down towards Jerusalem, Asa pays off 
the King who rules north of Israel to attack Israel, forcing 
them to leave Judah alone.  Asa’s father had apparently had 
some dealings with Tabrimmon, the current king’s (named Ben-
hadad) father.  Though he uses all of the remaining silver and 
gold in the treasuries, politically and militarily, it works. 
 
1 Kings 15:23-24 - Asa, King of Judah dies 
 
v. 23-24 - At the end of Asa’s life, he maintained his heart’s 
devotion to the LORD (v. 14).  However, as he got older, he had 
what became a fatal foot disease.  Upon Asa’s death, his son 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


Jehoshaphat will become the next King of Judah.  Asa reigned for 41 years, during which time the northern kingdom of Israel will 
see 5 kings! 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

